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Message Text 


1 . IN MEETING WITH QUAI ACTING DIRECTOR FOR NORTH 
AFRICA AND MIDDLE EAST SERVANT AFTERNOON APRIL 6, WE 
CARRIED OUT INSTRUCTIONS REFTEL (APPARENTLY NOT SENT 
BEIRUT) TO ELICIT FRENCH HELP IN PERSUADING THE GOL TO 
ESTABLISH A FIRM SCHEDULE FOR SENDING ITS TROOPS TO THE 
SOUTH. EARLIER DEMARCHE NOT FEASIBLE DUE ABSENCE 
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SERVANT AND OTHER KEY OFFICIALS AT EC MEETING IN 
COPENHAGEN APRIL 5). AS AUTHORIZED. WE DREW EXTENSIVELY 
ON REF C TO DESCRIBE THE POINTS THAT AMBASSADOR PARKER 
HAD MADE WITH PRESIDENT SARKIS AND THE TENOR OF HIS 
COMMENTS ON THE DIFFICULTIES IN PERSUADING THE 
LEBANESE TO ACT. WE ALSO HAD THE BENEFIT OF REF B 
WHICH ENABLED US TO DESCRIBE CHAMOUN'S NEGATIVE 
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POSITION, 

2. SERVANT APPEARED GENERALLY AWARE OF OUR THINKING 
IN THIS MATTER (FRENCH AMBASSADOR ARGOD SEEMS TO BE 
KEEPING THE QUAI PROMPTLY INFORMED OF HIS EXCHANGES 
WITH AMBASSADOR PARKER.) SERVANT AGREED WITH OUR ARGU- 
MENTS ON THE NEED TO GET THE LEBANESE ARMY TO THE SOUTH 
AND WITH AMBASSADOR PARKER'S ANALYSIS OF THE 
DIFFICULTIES IN DOING SO. HE SAID HE THOUGHT HE WOULD 

BE ABLE TO HAVE INSTRUCTIONS SENT TO AMBASSADOR ARGOD 
THE NEXT DAY (APRIL 7) TO BACK UP OUR APPROACH WITH 
BOUTROS. WE POINTED OUT THAT BOUTROS SEEMED ALREADY 
TO AGREE WITH OUR POSITION. THE PROBLEM APPEARED TO 
LIE WITH KHOURY. CHAMOUN, AND (THROUGH THEIR INFLUENCE 
ON HIM) SARKIS. 

3. ON THE SUBJECT OF THE POSSIBLE USE OF TYRE AS AN 
ENTREPOT FOR UNIFIL, SERVANT SAID THAT HE DID NOT 
DISAGREE WITH OUR VIEW OF THE PSYCHOLOGICAL AND 
POLITICAL ADVANTAGES OF USING THE PORT BUT THAT IT WAS 
A DECISION WHICH HAD TO BE MADE ESSENTIALLY ON MILITARY 
GROUNDS AND THE MILITARY APPEARS TO HAVE OPTED FOR 
ZAHRANI. 
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